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demand events. There is far less economical risk for 
our suppliers to supply to market demands “just in 
time” for the seasonal uptake, for Christmas trade or 
even for fuel/oil supply. This system works well if 
demand is consistent, supply is stable and seasons 
are average. It isn’t quite so comfortable when the 
Suez Canal gets choked up, or when global 
heavyweights jockey in power play trade moves! 
We regularly liaise directly with our major supplier 
partners at a national level in all of our market 
segments. I believe our team are very well informed on 
these supply issues and are in turn able to help you 
make important and timely supply decisions for your 
farm enterprise inputs.  
The Farmer Johns team are currently working overtime 
in ensuring that products are available for all clients 
when they are needed this season.  
Please work with our team in these efforts and prepare 
to take delivery on farm earlier than you would typically 
do so. Remember – we are in this growing business 
together!                                            Greg Schubert  

 

 
 

  

  

Recent national weather maps have indicated that the majority of Australia experienced significant or at least 
very good rainfall over the last couple months especially during March particularly. However, this certainly 
hasn’t been the case for winter cropping zones in our region - we continue to be very dry.  
As this is the scenario locally, the temptation will come for some to sow dry. Prior to falling to this temptation 
some consideration should be given to the pro’s and cons of such a plan. We are seeing ever increasing 
glyphosate resistant ryegrass populations in paddocks especially off the fence line. A dry sowing program will 
immediately slot these infestations into a post-em grass control option, in turn increasing the resistance level 
already present! 
Our recommendation is to identify those paddocks containing these populations and consider the following as 
an alternative aimed at containing the cycle. 

• Double knock with glyphosate followed by paraquat 3 days later. 

• Alliance or Amitrole tank mixes to control glyphosate resistant biotypes (Note plant back restrictions 
apply) 

• Use Terrador or Voraxor which are both new knockdown spikes that have robust activity on 
glyphosate resistant ryegrass. 

If you have any doubt at all about the most appropriate action for your situation or to get a better 
understanding of how these new actives could fit into your program, please do not hesitate in calling one of 
our agro’s. 
Chemical residues from the 2020 growing season are still an issue given the dry summer    ….  cont page 2   
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• Keep up the autumn baiting 

program on all vermin while natural 

feed reserves are low. Bunny Bait 

and a full range of baits and stations 

for domestic and commercial 

control of rats and mice. 

• Livestock feeders including 

Advantage, Bromar and Sharman in 

stock for grain and supplements. 

Call the stores teams for pricing.  

• Give us a call to quote all your  

autumn fencing supplies. Creosote 

posts have freed up a little, put some 

on farm into your stockpile while the 

opportunity exists. 

• Review your on farm water storage 

capacity before the winter rainfall! 

Polymaster tanks can be delivered in 

a 2 – 3 week lead time.   

• Rossi Boots are back in stock! 

 

 

 

 

 
we obviously need to be patient for a little longer yet! 
We have been warning of supply chain issues for a 
few seasons now. Australia is a relatively small 
consumer of agricultural inputs compared to our 
European, American and Canadian counterparts. The 
current tight fertiliser situation highlights our 
vulnerability as a nation in terms of supply and 
shipping access. 
The terms “container shortage” and “limited cargo 
space” are common phrases used by our major global 
suppliers when we discuss the supply of product into 
Australia.  All industries including our major suppliers 
operate on a “just in time” delivery system. This 
simply means that there aren’t warehouses full of 
backup stock available to the market for those big 

Broadacre 

Quote of the Month  
 

“Wisdom comes from experience. Experience is often a result of a lack of wisdom.”      
                                                                                                ― Terry Pratchett 

Perfect autumn weather over the 
last month has served the tourism 
sector well. However, we aren’t 
into tourism! Having seen a lot of 
moisture arrive in most cropping 
zones in Australia during March 

Seasonal reminders 
• Electrocoup Secateur annual 

services should be completed now. 

Drop your pruning handpieces into 

FJ’s to ensure they are all ready for 

pruning season.                           

New Electrocoup units in stock and  

a full range of spare parts and 

qualified service staff available for 

maintenance and repairs. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/farmerjohnssa
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cont from page 1   and autumn.  
Most of the discussions our agro’s have had while assisting 
with crop planning still considered a rain event likely (and 
necessary) prior to seeding to meet labelled rainfall 
requirements on Intervix, Intercept, Sentry or Spinnaker.  
This “likely” rainfall event hasn’t taken place and so those 
plans need to be adjusted to include a tolerant crop variety or 
delay sowing until label requirements are met further into the 
season after our season break.  
We are fortunate enough to have some new chemistry 
come to market for season 2021.  
Overwatch is the big new product and will be very suitable 
for local cropping rotations in our region. Overwatch has 
long-lasting residual control of Annual Ryegrass including 
herbicide resistant biotypes as well as a range of regionally 
specific broadleaf weeds. It is a new herbicide molecule, 
Group Q mode of action. It will be used as a pre-emergent 
herbicide incorporated by sowing in Wheat, Barley and 
Canola crops. 
Call any of our agronomy staff for further info and to order this 
new product. 
We have had some challenges in securing fertiliser over 
the last few months. The supply chain continues to be 
problematic with timely shipping, wharf berth availability, 
offloading issues and booking slots and dispatch timing 
causing more grey hairs and the onset of balding staff!  
The good news and to the best of our knowledge (from 
reputable sources) most of the phosphate fertiliser which is 
contracted for the approaching cropping season is on the 
water and due to arrive in Australia a bit late but still in a 
timely manner.  
We will continue to work with all of our customers to ensure 
that you have fertiliser in your shed when you need it.  
Shipping continues to be a major issue for all industry at the 
moment. Delays in manufacturing, coupled with high freight 
rates and limited ship availability has created a perfect supply 
storm. Global shipping companies pick and choose routes or 
cargo they prefer to carry and sea freight to Australia is not a 
high priority for them!  
The question at the moment focusses on urea.                  
After significant price increases due to gas supply being 
diverted for heating, we are seeing prices begin to flatten. We 
have an expectation for some surplus urea to come back into 
the market for the top dress season but early use tonnes will 
need to be a priority over the coming weeks. Some farmers 
have flagged their early requirement, this is wise as it allows 
us to work with suppliers for the best supply outcome for you. 
Please advise your fertiliser requirements with us asap! 
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Herbicide management plan – Ryegrass. Herbicide resistant Ryegrass populations have rapidly increased in many agricultural enterprises and our local 
vineyards are not immune to these infestations. In order to maintain control of weeds, all available herbicide options should be considered including pre and 
post-emergent, knockdowns and more targeted individual actives specifically for grass weeds. The addition of a spike will also enhance activity. If mature 
ryegrass plants have grown out and gone to seed after your winter and spring weed control efforts, chances are you will also be hosting a level of resistant 
plants within your vineyard as well. We recommend that you undertake a review of your herbicide management plan in consultation with one of our agro’s 
and manage resistance now before it is too late. 
Jeffries Mulch and Compost. The extended dry spell over the summer period has once again confirmed our views that the application of composts and 
mulch under vine rows provide real benefits to grape quality and yields. Improved moisture absorption and retention of that moisture within the soil profile is 
very evident in those blocks treated with Jeffries organic compost and mulch during dormancy.  
Jeffries have an Early Bird Offer available for any orders placed via Farmer Johns. We suggest that as there were some longer delivery lead times in place 
over the last couple of seasons we should also expect to see similar situations in 2021.  
Please call to discuss this opportunity further and to place your orders. 
Soil Moisture Monitoring Systems are fairly commonplace in vineyards across the Barossa Valley. Water continues as the major resource for reliable 
production and so it makes sense that we should take steps to ensure that all of our water use is well managed from the time we turn the tap on until the crop 
is carried out the gate. Soil moisture monitoring systems can be used in all crops and provides a direct view of available soil moisture and capacity and to 
accurately plan irrigation scheduling and application volumes to the targeted crops requirement.  
Give any of the FJ team a call to learn more about the opportunities you might have in your enterprise and to arrange installations over winter.   
Scale infestations have slowly increased in a number of local vineyards. If scale control is on your radar please discuss the best options and plan your spring 
program now. Give one of our techo’s a call to assist with this.  
Evaluate cordon decline in your vineyards with particular attention paid to young vines as prevention is better than cure! Orius and Green Seal are two 
products that will assist in its control and can be easily included over the course of the pruning season.  
Mid row permanent swords and cover crop sowing options should be assessed to determine the best option for your vineyard. Call us to discuss these in full. 
Re-invigorate your grapevines after harvest with Bombardier. Bombardier bio stimulant helps vines recover from the stress of harvest and a long, dry 
summer. Set your vines up for next year with all the key amino acids, balanced to ensure the crop receives a boost before shutting down over winter. 

Autumn Pasture Renovation will be on the agenda for many livestock 
enterprises. Recent warm weather has assisted in maintaining favorable soil 
temperatures for rapid pasture establishment once autumn rains arrive later 
this month or early in May. Small seed supplies are OK at this point in time, 
although a good start in the east will see warehouse stocks move onto farm 
in those regions. We encourage all of our clients intending to sow autumn 
pastures get seed supplies sorted and home into your sheds sooner rather 
than later.  
Gypsum and Lime supplies are good at the moment. There is a window of 
opportunity in having supplies delivered and spread on farm whilst the 
conditions allow easy access. Talk to our agro’s on all pasture matters! 
 

Pasture 

Viticulture 

 

 

 

 

Bombardier is a fully loaded stress mitigator! It can be 
applied as a foliar spray or via fertigation. 
Maintain soil health with Soil Activator: 
Soil Activator is a liquid blend of three key ingredients 
designed to feed soil microbes. It adds a valuable source of 
active carbon and improves microbial diversity. Soil Activator 
is a high-quality product made from fish hydrolysate (cold 
processed), Canadian kelp (seaweed extract) and fulvic acid 
to boost your soil health. 
Soil Activator suppresses soil disease and improves nutrient 
availability, it can be applied as a soil drench/spray or 
through your fertigation equipment. 
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Chief Operating Officer 
 

Gavin Keller 0417 886 038 

gavin@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Murray Bridge 
 

Branch Manager 
 

Ashley Clothier 0488 128 169 

ashley@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

salesmb@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Nuriootpa  
 

Branch Manager 
 

Sam Horn 

sam@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

sales@farmerjohns.com.au 

 
 

Farmer Johns 
53 Railway Terrace 

Nuriootpa SA 5355 

Phone 08 8562 1311 

Fax     08 8562 1966 
 

190 Thomas Street  

Murray Bridge SA 5253  

Ph        08 8532 5264 

Fax       08 8532 5284 

 www.farmerjohns.com.au 
 

All Account queries; 

Phone     08 8562 3892 
 

Di Fromm  

di@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Ally Eustace 

ally@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Manager 
 

Greg Schubert 0412 739 396 

greg@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Commercial Sales Manager  
 

Peter Wendt 0408 849 142 

peter@farmerjohns.com.au 

 

Agronomy and Sales   
 

Craig Kowald 0418 524 793 

craig@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Kurtis Ward 0438 488 606 

kurtis@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Mark Egarr 0409 703 175 

mark@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Randall Verco 0427 922 283 

randall@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Shaun Falkenberg 0417 887 180 

shaun@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Steve Hein 0407 769 250 

steve@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Tim Harris 0459 230 156 

tim@farmerjohns.com.au 
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Annual flock vaccinations 
Ewes should receive their annual booster vaccination shot at crutching which is generally 4 - 6 weeks 
pre-lambing. If Ewes haven’t been vaccinated previously with both a priming shot and a follow up 
booster, they will need to have both administered at a 4 – 6 week interval. The pre-lambing shot given 
to ewes will also provide initial protection to lambs in the early days of life. 
The Zoetis Surviving to Thriving 100 day Plan for healthier and heavier lambs program should then be 
adopted. The first 100 days of a lamb’s life are when they are at the highest risk of disease and death. 
By including a simple, yet comprehensive vaccination health plan at marking and weaning, you will 
optimise weaning percentages and lamb performance.  
A priming dose of Glanvac 6 and Eryvac should be administered to all lambs at marking and then the 
booster shot of both needs to be given at weaning. This will provide the base for lifelong immunity too. 
Lamb Marking 
Many graziers now routinely scan ewes once joined to determine conception rates and therefore a 
guide to lambing percentages. This practice also provides a good guide in planning for the job of lamb 
marking. Vaccine and tags etc can be ordered well in advance with some confidence on the expected 
numbers.  
Please bring a sample tag with you when ordering tags to ensure the correct brand is supplied and 
any stamping layout requirements are satisfied.  
We have stocks of Tri-Solfen pain relief for lamb marking and mulesing. We also suggest an 
application of Clik at marking to prevent fly strike issues subsequent to the marking job.  
We have a 5 bucket Haverstaire lamb marking cradle in stock. This particular unit has an 
accessory tray in the centre to keep tags, rings & vaccines close at hand and also two wide buckets to 
accommodate earlier heavy lambs. Please call either store for pricing. 
Give any of the FJ team a call for all animal health related products and  
for all livestock handling equipment including Arrow yards and panels. 
 

Livestock  
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