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should the season or environmental conditions be  
vastly different to an average year. When supply 
lines tighten up, everyone starts to lean on 
relationships. I am sure that you will have tried that 
on some occasion in the past! 
We see a similar scenario rolling out in the fertiliser 
business at the moment. As supplies are depleted 
across the country, we begin to take phone calls 
from people we have never heard of.  
In these situations, we need to be mindful that we 
don’t try and be “good blokes” for that one occasion 
knowing full well that once supplies right themselves 
again we will never hear anything further.  
Hence the value in building long term, loyal 
relationships. Relationships count. They should be 
valued and they should grow. No matter if it is our 
business, your family, mates or even your bank 
manager, relationships matter. We certainly take 
note of those who have relationships with us!  
                                                          Greg Schubert 

 

 
 

  

  

Snails are really a big issue in agriculture generally and have established as a major pest in viticulture here 
in the Barossa. Snails may be more noticeable at the moment. Typically, snails attempt to find safe,         
over-summer locations somewhat insulated from our extreme ground temperatures. As a result of recent 
warmer conditions, we have seen large numbers of snails taking refuge in vines, either on trunks, cordons or 
within upper canopy areas. Generally, these snails are dormant and will not be looking for a feed source.  
Their movement up into vines can cause issues though as they are likely to feed on young grafts or 
reworked vines and then become a contaminant in grape deliveries as they are also removed during 
machine harvesting. 
Now is the time to plan a snail control program! Monitor snail populations and note hotspots in the vineyard. 
Organise bait supplies now to ensure control can be undertaken in a timely manner. 
As we approach the end of summer simply squeezing the snails will determine when they are ready to begin 
their return to the ground. If they are juicy it’s time to start baiting. Snails lay eggs in autumn and so ideally 
control should take place before this next cycle begins. An early and efficient program will provide a more 
satisfactory outcome reducing numbers and breaking the generational cycle.  
Post-Harvest care of vines. 
We have definitely seen the difference in vineyard yield, health and balance this season in those vines 
treated with appropriate post-harvest nutrition and moisture management over the course of last year.  
Vines have certainly done it tough for the last 3 years now with virtually no soil moisture reserves at depth,   
a lot of irrigation water applied and at sometimes questionable qualities. These adverse conditions all form 
stress triggers for vines.                                                                                                       …….. cont page 2                   
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• Call to discuss grain and pellet 

feeders for all confinement stock 

compounds and to supplement dry 

paddock feed for breeding stock. 

Brands including Advantage 

Feeders, Bromar and Sharman.  

• Order all pasture and crop seed for 

the 2021 winter cropping and 

pasture renovation programs. First 

in best dressed!     

• We have a full range of stock for all 

autumn fencing jobs. Call either 

store to arrange supply and on farm 

deliveries.   

• Keep up the rat and mouse bait 

stations as rodents hunt further 

afield for a food source. Bromakil, 

Tomcat, Storm and Talon in stock. 

• Check out the dog food specials of 

the month, keep Rover in top shape! 

 

 

 

 

 
Forecast rainfall for the early parts of February are 
likely to build confidence in the season. There are 
some serious question marks regarding supply of 
fertiliser and a number of herbicide actives are also 
likely to tighten up in the next few weeks.  
As global supply of a whole range of products tighten, 
we also need to be more proactive in ensuring that 
we are able to supply products for your program too. 
As we often have to place orders well in advance of 
the season (for example we had to order our 2021 
wettable sulphur supply back in Nov 20) we refer to 
historical customer use and sales data to help 
determine quantities.  
This can obviously result in significant differences  

Viticulture/Horticulture  

Quote of the Month  
 

Ordinary people think merely of spending time, great people think of using it.                                                                                    
- Arthur Schopenhauer 

 

BOC Open Day  

at the Nuriootpa store on 

the 17th February 2021 

From 8.30am – 2pm 

 

BOC will be available to 

discuss welding equipment, 

technique and issues.  

A comprehensive range of 

their workshop range will be 

on display with sales 

specials on some popular 

products.  

 

BOC are also providing a 

complimentary sausage 

sizzle lunch for clients 

visiting them on the day.  

Even though we have only just 
concluded the first month of the 
new year, our attention has been 
turned to the winter cropping 
season and what supply of 
products might look like! 

Seasonal reminders 
• Easy N tests are being done at the 

moment – call us to complete your 

tests.  

• Rabbits are relatively common at 

the moment. Get on top of these 

vermin with Bunny Bait whilst feed 

reserves are low. 

• Use Seclira residual fly bait to get 

rid of nuisance flies.  

https://www.facebook.com/farmerjohnssa
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Fertiliser  
Rural media reports have appeared flagging the developing story around fertiliser supply. On occasions some of these reports are a little out of context 
but at the moment fertiliser continues to be a challenge for all of the industry. Global prices have surged in recent weeks whilst timely supply is 
starting to have the potential to be a major issue especially in the southern and eastern broadacre regions.  
We do have fertiliser available for sale, but it’s proving to be a challenge to source additional tonnes.  
If you haven’t ordered any product for the approaching winter cropping program the window of opportunity is rapidly closing. Please talk to us urgently.  
Plant Back Periods 
Despite the recently completed harvest being pretty good for a majority it hasn’t been the wettest year on record. As a result of the relatively dry early 
parts of spring some herbicide plant back periods still require additional rainfall to sow crops with confidence. There are many actives that fall into this 
category but widely recognised product would be Intervix or Intercept.  This active is a common grass and broadleaf herbicide. Used in Clearfield 
varieties. A rate of 600ml/ Ha Intervix or Intercept requires 250mm of rainfall prior to a safe sowing program using a non-Clearfield wheat the following 
year. Other products used in Clearfield production such as Sentry are more persistent than Intervix even while used earlier in the season. Ideally, we 
need good, general Autumn rainfall to give us a buffer period prior to seeding.  
New herbicides are available in 2021.  
Voraxor from BASF is a new double group G herbicide applied pre-sowing in wheat and barley. Voraxor provides both knockdown and pre-emergent 
control of a wide range of broadleaf weeds. Voraxor has knockdown activity on young glyphosate resistant annual ryegrass and so presents as an ideal 
herbicide to slot into many local programs in our region.  
Our agronomy team have had an eye on this product during the trial phase of its development and are very keen to see its introduction into programs 
also assisting in managing herbicide rotations a bit more effectively. Give them a call to see if it might suit as part of your weed control strategy.   

from page 1 …. A number of products can be used in the post-harvest period depending on individual 
circumstances, soil type and fertiliser history. “Tucking them into bed” with an appropriate amount 
of food and water prior to dormancy can see vines store large nutrient reserves in the vascular 
system. Up to about 50% of N and P required to support new seasons canopy in spring time is 
sourced from these stored reserves.   
Salt management 
Salt continues to accumulate within many local soil profiles affecting vine production via yield and 
vine health. As water assets are again stretched in the final weeks of the current growing season, 
many different water qualities have found their way onto vineyards, depending on circumstances 
and availability. Strategies to minimise the impact and movement of Sodium and Chloride away 
from root zone should be considered. Talk to us about the best way to finish the seasons irrigation 
program while minimising uptake and with a view to setting vines up for next season. 
We are currently taking orders for Gypsum for application this season. Transporting bulky 
material like gypsum means that every tonne of product needs to count! We could easily find 
alternative products at different price levels but the Blanchetown product still provides the best 
bang for dollars spent when analysis is compared to other gypsum sources. We have been 
recommending and using this Blanchetown source of gypsum for many years and the results 
speak for themselves.  
Currently transport is available so it is opportune to make full use of empty running trucks with 
collection points at Blanchetown and Angaston.  
Speak to any of our agro’s about various gypsum products in more detail.  We are also 
comfortable to discuss and compare analysis details. 
Some attention should be given to vintage stocks – bins, bin and truck paint, buckets and 
snips etc as vintage has now begun! 
We have stocks of Mega Bins available with stamped serial numbers for easy identification too.  
Give the store at Nuri a call to sort all things vintage! 
 

  

 

Broadacre Cropping 
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Soil Acidity is a common issue in Australian primary production and is influenced on the soil type present and management enterprise. This condition 
doesn’t discriminate across the cropping sector, pasture production or horticulture. Addressing soil acidity as part of your production plan goes hand in 
hand to ensuring plant nutrient requirements are met and unlocking the unavailable nutrients present in a soil profile. PenLime and PenLime Plus are 
great options to assist in neutralising soil acidity and also provide a very available source of Calcium at the same time. 
Supplies on both of these products will be tight during the 2021 season. However, we do have orders placed with our supplier to cover those 
producers who know they will need product for their autumn programs.  
This will be available on a first in first served basis so early commitments will almost certainly secure supply! Talk to us sooner rather than later. 
Soil testing is strongly recommended now especially in those situations where pasture renovations will be undertaken or if the nutrient status of a soil 
is unknown or dated. 
Once tests are completed, we can work through the supplied results to determine a nutrient application relevant to your production targets. This also 
assists in achieving the best return on the input dollars spent! 
Give any of the agronomy team a call to assist with all testing requirements.  
Seed – Know before you sow.  
Re-establishing or renovating pasture is an expensive task. If you are going to go to all the trouble (and expense) of soil testing, preparing a seed bed, 
applying nutrition and other soil amendments, insect and weed control, you would expect the seed to grow! We believe the last link in the chain and 
probably the building block to the pastures is to know what seed you are putting into the ground before you sow!  
A lot of effort goes in and the weakest link to a great crop / pasture could be the seed. 
Check the following before you commit to orders or purchase; 

• Choose the correct species for the purpose intended – long or short term, grazing or hay, cover crop or leave on for seed harvest etc. 

• Is it the variety you will get the most out of in your situation – soil type and nutrition status and rainfall zone?  

• Is it a true variety or a Heinz mix? Old seed might see loss of hybrid vigour and original trait structure.  

• Is there a statement of seed analysis available to peruse before purchase? This might flag the presence of seed damage and weed species. 

• Is infringing PBR worth losing the farm over – sure it might be cheaper over the fence from the neighbor but is this really a worthwhile risk?  
 
 
 

 Pasture 

 

Overwatch from FMC is a new mode of action 
pre-emergent herbicide for use in wheat, barley 
and canola crops. Overwatch is registered to 
control annual ryegrass, silver grass, bifora, sow 
thistle, hogweed and lesser loosestrife. Overwatch 
will also claim suppression on barley grass, wild 
oats, brome grass, phalaris, bedstraw, capeweed, 
prickly lettuce and wild radish.  
Again, please flag your interest in Overwatch as 
we believe demand will challenge supply! 
The final new herbicide we will mention here is 
Reflex. We will have an extremely limited quantity 
of this new group G pre-emergent from Syngenta 
named Reflex. Reflex will be registered for use in 
pulse crops for pre-emergent control of radish, 
hedge mustard, turnip, sow thistle, bifora, prickly 
lettuce, wireweed and deadnettle. All these weeds 
can certainly be a challenge in many pulse crops. 
All these weeds are common across our local 

cropping zones which in turn will make this new product very popular.    
It’s important that we continue to incorporate new chemistry and rotate modes of action for long term sustainability. Talk to our team on the benefits 
these and other products can give you to improve returns in your operation.  
Seed supply has already caused us a few headaches with some canola varieties already sold out due to demand and some seed crop production 
issues. Please keep us in the loop if you are making changes to your rotation, to give us the best chance of supplying the varieties that you would 
prefer to include in your sowing program.  
There are some new cereal varieties to consider that have demonstrated standout trial results prior to release. A couple new wheat varieties include 
Ballista as a replacement for Scepter and Rockstar as a replacement for Trojan. Leabrook is an ideal Compass replacement for those with a focus 
on barley whilst Beast is a new, high yielding feed barley.   
Kingbale IMI tolerant oats are worth consideration given the plant back period issue we mentioned earlier. Kingbale will slot into paddocks that might 
be borderline in managing plant backs and still control brome and other grass weeds in hay crops.  
Please call any of our agronomy staff about your intended program and seed requirement as a matter of urgency especially around the canola 
segment.  
Seed dressing selection can also make a significant difference on germination and pest (inc Russian Wheat Aphid) and disease control during the 
establishment phase of the crop. Early development and vigour ultimately influences yield. Some clients still opt to use old actives as their preferred 
seed dressings simply based on cost of application but our experience shows that even in marginal cropping zones products such as Vibrance, 
Rancona Dimension and Evergol all provide production benefits. 
Seed dressings will be applied over the next few months so it might be well worth exploring the best options by chatting with our agro’s. 
Give any of the FJ agro team a call on all other crop related issues that you may be dealing with 9in the lead up to the season. 
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Chief Operating Officer 
 

Gavin Keller 0417 886 038 

gavin@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Murray Bridge 
 

Branch Manager 
 

Ashley Clothier 0488 128 169 

ashley@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

salesmb@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Nuriootpa  
 

Branch Manager 
 

Sam Horn 

sam@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

sales@farmerjohns.com.au 

 

Farmer Johns 
53 Railway Terrace 

Nuriootpa SA 5355 

Phone 08 8562 1311 

Fax     08 8562 1966 
 

190 Thomas Street  

Murray Bridge SA 5253  

Ph        08 8532 5264 

Fax       08 8532 5284 

 www.farmerjohns.com.au 
 

All Account queries; 

Phone     08 8562 3892 
 

Di Fromm  

di@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Ally Eustace 

ally@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Manager 
 

Greg Schubert 0412 739 396 

greg@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 
 

Commercial Sales Manager  
 

Peter Wendt 0408 849 142 

peter@farmerjohns.com.au 

 

Agronomy and Sales   
 

Craig Kowald 0418 524 793 

craig@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Kurtis Ward 0438 488 606 

kurtis@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Mark Egarr 0409 703 175 

mark@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Randall Verco 0427 922 283 

randall@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Shaun Falkenberg 0417 887 180 

shaun@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Steve Hein 0407 769 250 

steve@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Tim Harris 0459 230 156 

tim@farmerjohns.com.au 
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New staff member  
We are pleased to welcome Emily 

Wandel to our Nuriootpa store sales team 
after successfully completing Year 12 at 
Horizons Christian School at Balaklava. 

Emily grew up on her family’s mixed 
sheep and broadacre farm at Owen.  

She has a keen interest in livestock and 
is passionate about the agricultural 

industry.  
Please make yourselves known to Emily 
when you are next in the Nuriootpa store.   

Livestock Nutrition 
Since harvest has been completed livestock will find themselves 
turned onto stubbles. Continuing dry conditions have preserved 
most stubbles. Once sheep have cleaned up any grain residues 
consideration should be given to supplementing nutrient levels 
especially in those situations where rams are running with ewes 
for joining or topping up weaners for sale.  
FibrePro and TPM both offer a range of loose licks designed to 
improve livestock performance grazing on poor quality dry feed.  
Call either store for further information and feeding rates for all 
classes of livestock. 

Livestock and General Merch 

Rossi Boots 
Many of you will be aware that we have not 
been able to supply Rossi boots for some time. 
This has caused us a few headaches over 
recent months but for Rossi Boot fans we have 
finally received some welcome news!  
Rossi have had a couple batches of the popular 
303 work and 700 safety boots manufactured to 
their specs off shore. This stock is being 
distributed at the moment.  
Rossi will have completed the installation and 
commissioning of new equipment in their 
Adelaide facility and will revert to SA made 
boots during the next couple months.  

 

 

Adjustable Sheep Draft for 
HASSLE FREE DRAFTING 

• Removable Draft Gates 

• Adjustable Draft V 

• Ergonomic Handles 

• Easily Operated Tumble Gate 

• 100% Australian Made

 

 

 

 

Arrowquip is an Australian company based in 
NSW. Arrowquip livestock handling products are 
predominantly manufactured here in Australia 
using locally manufactured steel.  
FJ’s stock a range of Arrowquip products for 
both sheep and cattle enterprises.  
Their range of products is comprehensive and 
covers both portable and permanent yards as 
well as a full range of handling equipment. 
If you have been considering upgrading any of 
your livestock handling facilities or adding more 
efficient components to your existing yard 
system, please give us a call. We would 
welcome an opportunity to quote and assist you 
with your project supply. 
Please call either store for further information.   
 Water infrastructure is key to sustainable management of any primary production enterprise 
and therefore should take priority in terms of efficiency and maintenance. Polymaster and 
Maxiplas are our preferred poly tank solutions with larger on-site structures from Aquamate 
providing water storage capacities from 24,000ltrs to 400,000ltrs.      
Additional watering points will improve livestock enterprises production with rotation and 
livestock grazing management.   
Farmer Johns stock a comprehensive range of concrete and poly stock troughs, poly pipe and 
Philmac poly fittings. 
We also have a supply network that is also able to access large scale irrigation design and 
installation across centre pivot and fixed line irrigation projects for pasture, horticulture and tree 
crop developments.  
Give us a call to discuss all of your water supply requirements no matter how large or small!  
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