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ProGibb.
4. Shearing is on the radar.

New Staff Member
We are pleased to welcome
Steve Hein to the FJ team at
Murray Bridge.
Steve brings a wealth of local
knowledge to our agronomy
team having worked in the
district since he wore his
grey school shorts.
Steve is particularly focussed
on broadacre crops and
pastures. He enjoys working
with clients to increase farm
production using the vast
experience he has gained in
more than 35 years.

Seasonal reminders

Many of you will have been
mentally comparing the current,
2020 season with the last
couple years. No matter if you
are focussed on cropping or
livestock production, all the
signs are pretty positive at the moment.
Being somewhat removed from the urban lifestyles
impacted by recent mobility restrictions, agriculture is
leading the way in terms of employment, business
growth and productivity.
We have also experienced these 3 key positives in
our business over the last 12 months too.
We have been fortunate in being able to employ a
couple new staff members to the FJ team.
As well as obviously adding to our cost base,
employing new staff also provides opportunities to
add experience and skills to our team. This in turn
provides us with a wider focus, increased customer
service levels as well as include a larger client base.
Recent staff additions have had a positive effect in
these areas of our company and as a result I take
this opportunity to welcome a significant number of
new clients to the Farmer Johns customer base.

What a difference regular rainfall events make to the
ag sector! Naturally productivity increases in a good
season! Crops and pastures are looking good and
lambing percentages, especially survival rates, are
significantly up on last season.
We obviously can’t get ahead of ourselves and need
to continue managing our farm enterprises over the
next few months with the harvest goal in mind.
2020 does look a bit exciting though!
As we head into a new financial year, I wish to
remind you of FJ’s purpose, vision and values.
We are committed to the growth and success of
you, our clients, our staff and of course our
business. Our vision is to be the leading supplier of
ag inputs and advice in our regional footprint.
Most of all we value relationships, knowledge,
integrity and consistency.
I believe these basic principles, administered to the
best of our ability, will also reward you for the
confidence in transacting your business with us.
We remain a fiercely independent, private, family
owned company. Our survival is dependent on your
prosperity.
We are in this growing business together!
Greg Schubert

Quote of the Month
Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.
-

Will Rogers

Broadacre
Urea
With nitrogen topdressing now under way in many cereal and canola crops, it is timely to speak with our
agro’s about nitrogen topdressing timing and the fundamentals that might influence your crops’
performance over the remainder of the growing season. Nitrogen applications before GS30 can increase
tiller numbers and dry matter, leading to yield increases. Nitrogen applications after GS30 can improve tiller
survival and maintain yields. Some carry-over of nitrogen into grain protein may occur. When nitrogen is
applied after GS59, it is generally to manipulate grain protein and maintain yields in above average
seasons. Remember that it is only when the yield potential has been reached that additional nitrogen can
contribute to higher grain protein levels. If maximum yield has not been achieved, nitrogen applied at this
stage may increase yield and reduce protein under excellent seasonal conditions. Nitrogen use efficiency is
reduced at this late application timing. Soil moisture, seasonal conditions and likely returns need to be
assessed carefully as part of the topdress decision process.
Give our broadacre agro’s a call to run through a review for your targeted crops to determine the most
appropriate timing and rates of nitrogen and get any associated orders sorted for delivery! …cont page 2

• Electrocoup secateurs and a full
range of spares always in stock –
call the Nuri store.
• Product shortages are predcited to
continue. We recommend you
forward plan all summer
horticulture programs and arrange
fungicide orders over the next
couple months.

• Bait vermin around the house and
farm yard while they are taking
shelter over the winter and natural
feed reserves are low.
• Use Uragan to keep fences clean.
• Recent press indicated the presence
of Cheesy gland in supermarket
meat. Make sure the booster shots
are administered to your flock. Call
us for advice if required!

“with you in the GROWING business”

• Take advantage of the Polymaster
hot winter deals – check out their
tank and farm equipment range.
New orders delivery in 2 – 3 weeks.
• Use Gallagher electric fencing to
effectively manage grazing over the
winter and spring pasture season.
Call for on-site advice.
• Thomas Cook Froggers keep your
feet warm and dry over winter.
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Weed control
There is a noticeable difference in the effectiveness of pre-em weed
control when good early rain and satisfactory soil moisture levels are
present at sowing. As a result, we are experiencing good weed control
across most crops and little crop effect, which has been an issue in the
last couple seasons. This is always good to see and also provides a
base to demonstrate the efficacy of the pre em actives that we have
available.
The northern Murray Plains is still a little drier than preferable. Post em
weed control should be a priority in those affected crops in order to
preserve soil moisture over the growing season.
We have a couple trial sites sown to also demonstrate new actives that
will be available in the market next season. We will provide an
opportunity to have a look at new options in the herbicide space as well.
One product will be particularly useful for the control of ryegrass. We
therefore encourage you to have a look at these at an appropriate time.
Insect pests
Pest pressures continue to be an issue across all winter crops.
Unfortunately ideal growing conditions go hand in hand with ideal
conditions for pests to populate our crops too. It is most important that
we continue to monitor for their activity. Cutworm and earth mites have
been particularly active. There have been some pockets of Russian
Wheat Aphid infestations in our region too.
All pest treatments should be timed to take place when economic
thresholds have surpassed and actives rotated to ensure resistance is
also effectively managed.

Pasture
ProGibb
With cold Winter temperatures now starting to bite, pasture plants will
struggle to keep up their own internal gibberellin production to drive
growth. Applications of ProGibb SG will help overcome this!
For a surprisingly low cost, a single application can generate 30-60%
more dry matter within three weeks of application. This makes it
perfect in a rotational grazing situation.
Applications are best suited to established pastures containing
ryegrass, cocksfoot, phalaris and/or sub-clovers. Rates vary depending
on the species.
The advanced formulation of ProGibb SG makes it compatible with a
wide range of herbicides, insecticides and nutritional sprays including
liquid nitrogen. ProGibb SG is a soluble granule which dissolves easily
for boomspray application, and has nil meat or milk withholding periods.
Use ProGibb this season to get more from your pastures, in stock at
Farmer Johns.
Talk to our agro’s about the most cost-effective ProGibb SG rate for
your pasture situation.
Weeds
Early germinations of broadleaf weeds that have been left unchecked

are now quite advanced and well developed. They should have an
appropriate herbicide applied to halt further development. If broadleaf
weeds are large and well established, they should be grazed subsequent
to the lapse of any grazing WHP to ensure effective control.
Always include an insecticide with your herbicide applications for RLEM
control too.
Speak with our agro’s for any specific weed situations you might be
confronted with.
Grazing Management
Appropriate grazing of newly established pastures and forage cereals will
assist in density and regeneration. Give our agro’s a call for grazing tips!

“with you in the GROWING business”
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Viticulture
Water
The opening allocation for River Murray water has been updated to 54% on
the 1st July. We provide a range of information and tools to water users to
assist in managing allocations and on farm resources over the course of the
season. This is especially important as we strategically irrigate to improve both
production and fruit quality.
Year to date rainfall is tracking very close to median. The BOM’s positive three
monthly forecast released last week bodes well for further improvement. It
includes an upgrade to La Nina watch. Locally, we have seen moisture
profiles showing good levels of improvement over the last couple months. As
little as 50cm in the Northern Barossa is still evident that there is work to be
done!
Again, we can’t reinforce how important soil probes can be in assisting good
decision making in water management!
Salt has been a concern in some of the Barossa’s vineyards, no doubt water
quality has exacerbated this situation for some. Stollers Aqua-Cal should be
applied to salt affected vineyards. Aqua-Cal is a unique soil treatment that is
effective in opening soils and releasing salts from the soil structure. It can
reduce soil EC and works best where soil is able to drain in order to relocate
sodium from the roots.
Call any of the FJ agro’s to talk through these issues in more detail.
Eutypa has become a routine challenge that needs to be managed in most
vineyards. Good hygiene at pruning can assist in limiting its spread. Various
levels of infection are evident across most of the Barossa. Top working vines
is a time consuming and expensive task but does show rewards in
subsequent years. Some fungicide products will assist in its control.
Weed control should be a focus especially for populations of resistant
ryegrass that are now common across the Barossa. Rotate herbicide groups
regularly for effective eradication of these problems.
Midrow swards can be treated with a selective herbicide to clean up broadleaf
weeds. These products generally need to be applied while the vineyard is in
full dormancy.
Again, talk to our viti agro’s for details specific to your situation.
The new Dog book is out. There are a number of changes in the new edition
and so any products used should be checked prior to applications this season
to ensure compliancy. One of the changes that might be significant for local
vignerons is the changed use of mancozeb – GroupM3 fungicides. Mancozeb
(Dithane) is now limited to no more than 3 sprays per seasons. The limit of
three sprays per season includes when Group M3 fungicides are
co-formulated with other active constituents such as metalaxyl.
With a positive rainfall outlook we suggest it would be prudent to start planning
the seasons spray programs over the next couple months. Higher disease
pressure is likely and will most certainly tighten up product supply if this
scenario plays out in southern Australia. Supply channels are also still dealing
with global logistic challenges as a result of COVID-19.
Please talk to our agro’s over the next couple of months to sort through your
vineyard spray program and get product orders and product supply put to bed.

“with you in the GROWING business”
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Livestock and General
Shearing
Shearing has started on some properties in our
region and is probably on the radar for many
others. We have a comprehensive range of
shearing and shed supplies in store for the job.
Call us to order emery’s, adhesive, wool
scoops, woolpacks, stencils, Siromark as well
as new shearing plants, handpieces and
combs and cutters.
We also stock a range of off shears lice
treatments and have loan gas powered
applicators available for easy application when
you purchase product from us. If you haven’t
taken the opportunity previously, we
recommend try one of these applicators this
season. Both application time and stress levels
are reduced!
Call now to sort all your shearing requirements.
New Coopers Gold Pour On
Cooper’s animal health has released a new
product called GOLD. Coopers Gold is a
diazinon based lousicide that needs to be
applied within 24 hours of shearing for effective
lice control.
As a diazinon based product, Coopers Gold
should be included in all farm lice control
programs to manage resistance. This has been
a little neglected in some management
programs as diazinon wasn’t readily available
as an easy pour on option.
The Coopers Gold product needs to be mixed
with water prior to a high-volume dose being
applied via a gas operated applicator.
An ESI of 21 days and a Wool Harvest Interval
of 2 Months is mandatory when considering its
use.
Applicators are available for purchase or are
available from us when you purchase Coopers
Gold in our stores.
Call Randall or Simon to discuss all lice control
options and to order new Coopers Gold.

Farmer Johns
53 Railway Terrace
Nuriootpa SA 5355
Phone 08 8562 1311
Fax 08 8562 1966
190 Thomas Street
Murray Bridge SA 5253
Ph
08 8532 5264
Fax
08 8532 5284
All Account queries;
Phone 08 8562 3892
Di Fromm
di@farmerjohns.com.au

General Manager

Greg Schubert 0412 739 396
greg@farmerjohns.com.au

Winter feed supplements
We spend a lot of time considering how we manage our livestock over the summer time when
feed reserves are low and of poor quality. It is also important to manage stock over the cold
winter period and into spring time when an abundance of feed is present.
Lactation, wool and feed conversions will all improve with the addition of balanced nutrients into
the diets of both sheep and cattle in winter and spring. Weaning will also prove less stressful if
supplement intake is commenced prior to removing lambs and calves from their mothers.
WeatherPro products for sheep and cattle improve stock performance and finishing time lines.
Call Simon or Randall to discuss this in more detail.

Chief Operating Officer
Gavin Keller 0417 886 038
gavin@farmerjohns.com.au

Murray Bridge
Branch Manager

Ashley Clothier 0488 128 169
ashley@farmerjohns.com.au
General Sales
salesmb@farmerjohns.com.au

Nuriootpa
Branch Manager

Sam Horn
sam@farmerjohns.com.au
General Sales
sales@farmerjohns.com.au

Agronomy Team
Adam Pietsch 0408 571 419
adam@farmerjohns.com.au
Craig Kowald 0418 524 793
craig@farmerjohns.com.au
Kurtis Ward 0438 488 606
kurtis@farmerjohns.com.au
Mark Egarr 0409 703 175
mark@farmerjohns.com.au
Randall Verco 0427 922 283
randall@farmerjohns.com.au
Shaun Falkenberg 0417 887 180
shaun@farmerjohns.com.au

Commercial Sales Manager

Steve Hein 0407 769 250
steve@farmerjohns.com.au

Peter Wendt 0408 849 142
peter@farmerjohns.com.au

Tim Harris 0459 230 156
tim@farmerjohns.com.au

“with you in the GROWING business”

