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to replace old and worn-out equipment with new gear. 
We are again offering our EOFY Business Bonus 
Program. In simple terms, the program provides a 
4%pa reward for paying FJ’s early for future farm input 
requirements. Forward payments are placed against the 
applicable client account and then drawn down with 
future purchases. The bonus reward will be calculated 
on remaining credit balances at the conclusion of 
subsequent months.  
We believe our EBBP is an attractive and simple way to 
manage forward purchases.  
Some clients have queried the change to our banking 
details when online transactions have been undertaken.  
Please be at ease as the change simply reflects the 
closing of the ANZ Angaston branch (015 500) and 
subsequent transfer of our accounts the Tanunda 
branch (015 726). Although the old BSB number will still 
track correctly to our account, the new BSB number 
shown on our invoices and statements reflects the 
Tanunda location.                          Greg Schubert  

 

 
 

  

  

Our recent weather patterns have started to frustrate a few croppers and we still can’t see a solid break on 
the horizon! Some clients have begun their winter sowing program in the dry.  
Although this practice might alleviate some pressure in regards to the “calendar” sowing program, it does 
present a raft of watchouts from an agronomic point of view! There have been missed opportunities in dry 
sown paddocks to achieve early weed control. Important weeds such as ryegrass and radish will inevitably be 
much more difficult to control post emergent which also enhances resistance development in those existing 
populations. In addition, it’s also going to provide less than optimal conditions for pre-emergent herbicides to 
do their work effectively. We see consistent damage occurring when pre-emergent herbicides are applied to 
dry soils with low organic matter followed by heavy rain. This is the opposite to damage occurring over 
periods of extreme wet when water logging becomes an issue. We therefore urge an attitude of patience for 
growers who have the flexibility in their programs to not panic by going in earlier than what they have to. We 
appreciate that this is very difficult when neighbours are roaring ahead! 
If the decision is made to sow in the very dry current conditions, a thorough paddock assessment should be 
made considering history, weed pressure, soil type, organic matter and sowing depth prior to the work being 
undertaken. It is also critical to understand the residual risk of any herbicides applied during the past season 
and their persistence under the ensuing dry spell. Speak with our broadacre agronomy staff to assist in 
selecting the most appropriate product for your situation. 
Considering the above parameters are covered and the decision is made to go ahead with a dry start, a pre-
emergent herbicide with a long half-life that is incorporated effectively will be less likely to breakdown. This 
simply means a product with a long half-life will have more of the active available for subsequent  …cont page 2  

Inside this Issue 
 

1) Dry sowing? 

2) Get winter crop 

chemical on farm. 

3) Review vineyard 

weed control. 

4) Get all seed on 

farm!  

5) Autumn livestock 

nutrition. 

 

• Keep up the autumn baiting 

program on all vermin while natural 

feed reserves are low. Tomcat, 

Bromakil and a full range of stations 

for domestic and commercial 

control of rats and mice. 

• Castrol oils and grease and a range 

of McNaught accessories for all the 

autumn lube requirements. Call the 

store teams for price and deliveries. 

• All Clear Tank and Equipment 

cleaner to clear all residuals from 

the spray tank. Ensure crop safety 

between spray jobs at sowing. 

• All livestock stock feeders including 

Advantage, Bromar and Sharman in 

stock for grain and supplements.   

Call the stores’ teams for pricing. 

• Please return all Chep hire pallets as 

soon as possible.  

 

 

Broadacre 

Quote of the Month  
 

“Before you marry a person, you should first make them use a computer with slow 

internet speed to see who they really are.” 
                                                                                                                  — Will Ferrel 

The perfect autumn tourism 
weather continues! I did mention 
in our last newsletter that our 
focus was on agriculture rather 
than tourism - it would be much 
better if it rained! 

Seasonal reminders 
• Electrocoup Secateur annual 

services should be completed now. 

Drop your pruning handpieces into 

FJ’s to ensure they are all ready for 

pruning season.                           

New Electrocoup units in stock and  

a full range of spare parts and 

qualified service staff available for 

maintenance and repairs. 

Instore Invitation 
 

The ultimate pruning wound 

defence, 

GREENSEAL 

on 

Thursday 13th May 

9.00am to 11.30 am 

at our Nuriootpa store. 

 

 

Company rep 

will be in 

attendance 

with fresh 

coffees and 

giveaways. 

 

Greenseal is our 

preferred 

pruning wound 

dressing! 

 

Hosted by our 

supplier partner 

Omnia 

As we head into the last couple months of the 
financial year, yep, can’t believe that’s come around 
as quickly as it has, some consideration needs to be 
given to finalising annual accounts. The aim for all 
businesses should be to make sure you pay no more 
tax than you have to for the 2020-21 year and 
maximise any refunds you may be entitled to. 
A number of our suppliers offer discounts in their 
EOFY sales programs that might assist in your 
situation. Obviously, government investment 
incentives on capital items of equipment and 
infrastructure are particularly attractive at the moment. 
Continuing strong returns on livestock and 
commodities provide many clients the opportunity 

https://www.facebook.com/farmerjohnssa
https://parade.com/1173121/stephanieosmanski/slow-internet-reasons/
https://parade.com/1173121/stephanieosmanski/slow-internet-reasons/
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 cont from page 1..  weed control when it does rain compared to a product 
with a short half-life. Breakdown would occur at a higher rate in soil 
with a level of moisture. 
The new herbicide Overwatch and trifluralin will provide a long half-life 
and would be the preferred chemistry for dry sown cereals. Sakura 
and Avadex also has a fit for use in dry seeding. The product choice 
will be dependent on your weed susceptibility and spectrum.  
BoxerGold or prosulfocarb (Countdown / Arcade) has a short half-life 
and would not be the preferred herbicide for extended dry periods. If 
these products are preferred for the targeted weeds a delayed 
application to post sowing, pre-emergent application might be 
suitable.  
Dry sowing legumes is common and Propyzamide (Rustler / Burst / 
Dargo) and Trifluralin are well suited, with both having long half-lives. 
These actives should still be part of the program in paddocks that are 
under ryegrass pressure.  
Please be mindful that some products like metribuzin (Stacato) are  

 

 

highly soluble. Subsequent to being applied in dry conditions they do have the potential for crop damage following a strong opening rain.  
In this discussion Roundup Ready canola presents as a great option for those willing to use the recently available technology. To have the crop 
germinate on the break and still retain the opportunity to use a knockdown herbicide over the crop could be a major advantage in 2021. 
New actives available in 2021 present our winter cropping clients an opportunity to rotate chemistry to assist in weed management.  
We have discussed the following products in previous articles but some consideration should be given to include Overwatch, Reflex, Terrador and 
Voraxor into your program this season. A few of these products are already in a limited supply situation and so we encourage your early contact to 
ensure availability.  
A tighter supply chain across the ag chem and fertiliser segments continues to be a major challenge for our industry. Based on global supplier 
forecasts, we have taken a relatively bullish approach and so we are in a strong position to maintain product supply over the course of the season. 

To support this though, we also ask that you continue to be proactive 
with your ongoing requirements, talking to us with generous lead 
times in mind and taking product on farm when it becomes available 
rather than just when you need it.  
We don’t believe these challenges will ease for some time and 
coupled with the fact that all our interstate neighbours are well into 
their winter cropping programs we will continue under a “down the 
order” supply line!  
All early post emergent products including urea, sulphate of 
ammonia, fungicides and herbicides have the potential to be short.  
Thanks very much for working with us on the fertiliser front! The 
fertiliser business has been a challenge over the last few months. 
Thanks very much for co-operating with proactive bookings and 
pickups as product has become available. There has been a little 
pressure release due to the prolonged season break but supply is still 
very much hand to mouth. We will continue to liaise with all client 
orders to ensure that deliveries can be completed over the 
forthcoming weeks.  
Please continue to communicate your AP and Urea requirements 
with our team to enable further orders as the season progresses. 
The end of the financial year is approaching fast, and to help with 
your year-end planning, Incitec Pivot Fertilisers are in the process of 
finalising their 2021 Forward Purchase Plan. IPF are offering an 
extremely competitive rate which you will find very attractive, allowing 
you to pay for next year’s fertiliser now and take delivery at a 
discounted rate when you need it, at any time between 1 July 
2021 and 31 May 2022. 
 

EOFY Business Bonus Program 

At Farmer Johns, we appreciate your business. We 

continually review our business offers to enhance 

the benefits that our clients might enjoy. We have 

built our EOFY program to reward you for paying 

us early for your future farm input requirements. 

Talk to one of the team at either of our Farmer 

Johns stores for further details. 
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Autumn pasture renovation plans might be on hold for some as the 
season break continues to hold off! We are aware that some dry 
sowing of pastures and cereals for feed has taken place. These 
pastures will have to be monitored over the ensuing weeks to ensure 
weeds that might also germinate in conjunction with these intended 
forage crops are managed early to negate their productivity effect. 
Despite our dry autumn, some small seed varieties are starting to 
tighten in supply. Therefore, graziers who have held off ordering seed 
due to these current dry conditions should get cracking if they 
anticipate doing any pasture renovation work.  
Obviously as the autumn rains evades us some clients are getting a 
little anxious about the early feed supply. Given this situation we 
recommend one of the forage barleys as an ideal sowing opportunity. 
Many clients will have had some good experience in the past with 
Moby forage barley. Kraken is a new awnless barley that also slots 
into this important window as well. Customers are getting eager to get 
some green feed up and going. This is where Moby/forage barley 
could be an option as it will provide good early vigour and therefore 
promote some early grazing.  
 

Pasture 

Viticulture 

 

 

 

 

Herbicide programs to manage weeds in the vineyard should be 
reviewed annually. There is evidence of increased levels of resistant 
weed populations in our local vineyards. Some of these populations may 
have been introduced via applications of straw spread beneath rows or 
via machinery operations but more likely as a result of insufficient 
rotation of herbicide actives in a weed control program.  
We recommend an overview of your herbicide is taken in consultation 
with our agro’s in order to build a more robust approach to weed control. 
Soil testing subsequent to harvest will assist in building the vineyard or 
orchard nutrition program for future fruit crops. Many growers undertake 
routine tissue sampling programs over the growing season. The value of 
these results can be enhanced by correlating a soil test to determine 
more fully any underlying soil nutrition imbalances. 
Taking soil tests now will provide sufficient time to take remedial action 
with applications of nutrient and ameliorants to rectify deficiencies. 
Applications late in autumn will provide sufficient time for products to be 
incorporated into the soil profile and be available to the crop next 
season.  
Products such as lime and gypsum whilst they are readily available and 
conditions still allow good access for application.  
Call our agro’s to assist with all soil testing jobs. 
Cover crops are the most economic source of organic material 
available in your vineyard. Some hesitation to sowing a cover crop in 
such a dry time might exist as cover crops will be utilising precious soil 
moisture, especially this year. If the cover crop is managed correctly, the 
vines will be minimally impacted by the surface moisture an annual 
species uses. A bigger threat to the whole soil moisture profile is the 
uptake by any deep-rooted weeds that will inevitably turn up without the 
competition from a mid-row cover crop. We see weeds time and time 
again as a major issue in under vine management influencing vine 
vigour and ultimately fruit quality. 
If you have any doubts about whether or not you should proceed with a 
cover crop this season, we recommend you discuss this in greater detail 
with our agro’s to determine all the pro’s and con’s. 
White Italian Snails are very common across horticulture crops in SA 
and are a source of contamination for some growers including here in 
the Barossa. Snails can inflict serious damage in vines especially in 
young vineyards.  
As with most pest species, prevention is better than playing catchup 
later in the season when they are in full flight! 
Time applications of bait to coincide with the snails exit from their over 
summer habitats. This will ensure that snail numbers are heavily 
impacted prior to egg laying which would typically occur late in autumn 
and early winter. We have good supplies of Metarex bait in stock. 
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Chief Operating Officer 
Gavin Keller 0417 886 038 

gavin@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Murray Bridge Store 
 

Branch Manager 
Ashley Clothier 0488 128 169 

ashley@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

salesmb@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

 

 

Nuriootpa Store 
Open 8am – 5pm week days  

         8am – 11.30am Saturdays 
 

Branch Manager 
Sam Horn 

sam@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Sales 

sales@farmerjohns.com.au 

 

 

 

Farmer Johns 
53 Railway Terrace 

Nuriootpa SA 5355 

Phone 08 8562 1311 

Fax     08 8562 1966 
 

190 Thomas Street  

Murray Bridge SA 5253  

Ph        08 8532 5264 

Fax       08 8532 5284 

 www.farmerjohns.com.au 
 

All Account queries; 

Phone     08 8562 3892 
 

Di Fromm  

di@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Ally Eustace 

ally@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

General Manager 
 

Greg Schubert 0412 739 396 

greg@farmerjohns.com.au 

 
 

Commercial Sales Manager  
 

Peter Wendt 0408 849 142 

peter@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Agronomy and Sales   
 

Craig Kowald 0418 524 793 

craig@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Katelyn Keller 0408 571 419 

katelyn@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Kurtis Ward 0438 488 606 

kurtis@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Mark Egarr 0409 703 175 

mark@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Randall Verco 0427 922 283 

randall@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Shaun Falkenberg 0417 887 180 

shaun@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Steve Hein 0407 769 250 

steve@farmerjohns.com.au 
 

Tim Harris 0459 230 156 

tim@farmerjohns.com.au 
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A comprehensive pre-lambing plan, including ewe vaccination & effective drenching, will get more lambs through to marking. Approximately 90% 

of lamb deaths occur within 48 hours of birth. Enhance lamb survival with your pre-lambing efforts by looking after your ewes pre-lambing. Preventing 

disease is better than treating sick lambs. This sets a solid platform for the balance of the flocks annual performance. 

For those timed to have ewes lamb further into autumn, the pre-lambing annual booster should be administered 4 weeks prior to the commencement 

of lambing. We have highlighted the importance of additional vaccines such as Eryvac and Scabigard in the past also being beneficial to the overall 

health of the sheep flock. Arthritis costs the sheep industry approximately $39m each year, which is a higher cost than clostridial diseases that are 

routinely treated without question. Saving just 1 lamb in 200 will cover the cost of the entire flock treatment with Eryvac! 

Please give any of the Farmer Johns store staff a call for further information on any of these products and for assistance in reviewing your whole of 

flock vaccination strategy. We hold a full range of vaccines, lamb marking accessories and drenches in stock.  

Livestock  

 

 

Performance Feeds MagPlus is a highly 
weatherproof mineral supplement with extra 
magnesium for sheep and cattle grazing pastures. 
MagPlus can assist with preventing and treating 
grass tetany and calming nervous livestock. 
Providing a source of magnesium to pregnant 
cows and ewes prior to birthing will alleviate the 
deficiency symptoms often encountered over the 
autumn period.  
We stock a comprehensive range of nutritional 
supplements for all species of livestock managed 
in open range or containment feeding situations. 
ProfeLAC SHEPHERD is a non-medicated milk 
replacer for lambs, kids and crias. It is easy to 
mix and consistently performs under all systems. 
It is specifically designed for rearing lambs, kids 
and crias. However, it is a suitable milk replacer 
for multi-species including fawns, piglets, pups, 
calves and foals. In stock at FJ’s. 
Bunny Bait is a highly effective method of 
reducing the growing rabbit populations that seem 
to have popped up across our region.  
Best results are obtained if feed oats are 
strategically placed for rabbits to become 
accustomed to. This also assists in determining 
the volume of feed that rabbits might consume in 
one night. Once consumption has stabilised to a 
consistent volume the feed oats can be replaced 
with the treated Bunny Bait.  
A subsequent dose a few days after the initial 
feed might be required to clean up survivors. 
always read the label on products prior to use. 
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